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Tall Grass by Sandra Dallas 

During Word War II, a family finds life 
turned upside down when the govern-
ment opens a Japanese internment 
camp in their small Colorado town. Af-
ter a young girl is murdered, all eyes 
(and suspicions) turn to the newcom-

ers, the  interlopers, the strangers. This is her town 
as Rennie Stroud has never seen it before. She has 

just turned thirteen and, until this time, life has 
pretty much been what her father told her it should 
be: predictable and fair. But now the winds of 
change are coming and, with them, a shift in her 
perspective. And Rennie will discover secrets that 

can destroy even the most sacred things. 

 

   Black Dahlia by James Ellroy 

On January 15, 1947, the torture-
ravished body of a beautiful young 

woman is found in a Los Angeles va-
cant lot. The victim makes headlines as 
the Black Dahlia-and so begins the 
greatest manhunt in California history. 

Caught up in the investigation are Bucky Bleichert 
and Lee Blanchard: Warrants Squad cops, friends, 
and rivals in love with the same woman. But both 

are obsessed with the Dahlia-driven by dark needs 
to know everything about her past, to capture her 
killer, to possess the woman even in death. Their 
quest will take them on a hellish journey through the 
underbelly of postwar Hollywood, to the core of the 
dead girl's twisted life, past the extremes of their 
own psyches-into a region of total madness.  

The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood 

Stories spin within stories in this 
spellbinding novel of avarice, love, 

and revenge.  

 

 

 HHhH by Laurent Binet-A thrilling and formally dar-
ing novel about the plan to assassinate the high-
ranking Nazi Reinhard Heydrich in Prague during 
World War II. A must read for fans of Robert Harris’s 
Enigma.   

 
Face of the Enemy by Joanne Dobsen 

In the midst of the anti-Japanese 
hysteria that followed the 1941 Pearl 
Harbor bombing, New York City 
nurse Louise Hunter is outraged 

when her patient's wife, Japanese 
artist Masako Fumi, is arrested by 
the FBI. Then, when Masako is 
charged with murdering the gallery 
owner who shut down her art show, 
Louise joins forces with NYPD detective Michael 
McKenna to clear her friend of the charges.  

Red Gold by Alan Furst  

In a shabby hotel off the place Cli-
chy, the course of the war is about 

to change. German tanks are rolling 

toward Moscow. Stalin has issued a 
decree: All partisan operatives are 
to strike behind enemy lines—from 
Kiev to Brittany. Set in the back 
streets of Paris and deep in occu-
pied France, Red Gold moves with quiet menace as 
predators from the dark edge of war—arms deal-

ers, lawyers, spies, and assassins—emerge from 
the shadows of the Parisian underworld. In their 
midst is Jean Casson, once a well-to-do film pro-
ducer, now a target of the Gestapo living on a few 
francs a day. As the occupation tightens, Casson is 
drawn into an ill-fated mission: running guns to 
combat units of the French Communist Party. Re-

prisals are brutal. At last the real resistance has 

begun.  

Insane Train by Sheldon Russell 

Railroad security worker Hook Runyon and a crew 

of damaged World War II veterans find themselves 
facing murder when they escort a group of mental 
patients and their doctors to a new home after the 
Baldwin Insane Asylum burns to the ground. 

Little Stranger by Sarah Waters 

The Little Stranger follows the 
strange adventures of Dr. Faraday, 
the son of a maid who has built a 
life of quiet respectability as a 
country doctor. One dusty postwar 
summer in his home of rural War-
wickshire, he is called to a patient 
at Hundreds Hall. Home to the 
Ayres family for more than two 
centuries, the Georgian house, once grand and 
handsome, is now in decline-its masonry crum-
bling, its gardens choked with weeds, the clock in 
its stable yard permanently fixed at twenty to nine. 
But are the Ayreses haunted by something more 
ominous than a dying way of life? Little does Dr. 
Faraday know how closely, and how terrifyingly, 
their story is about to become entwined with his.  
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